
Known Threats, Known Weaknesses, Known Outcomes
Security teams don’t struggle to find vulnerabilities — they struggle to prove which ones matter. 
Traditional scanners and compliance checklists churn out thousands of issues, but attackers don’t 
operate from spreadsheets. They choose the fastest path to impact, using techniques proven to work in 
the wild.

That’s why organizations need NodeZero® Threat Actor Intelligence: adversary-aligned context that 
turns pentest findings into actionable risk intelligence.

What Is Threat Actor Intelligence?
At its core, Threat Actor Intelligence connects the dots between vulnerabilities, misconfigurations, and 
adversary tradecraft. Instead of presenting a CVE in isolation, it links weaknesses to groups like APT29, 
FIN7, or Lazarus, showing who would exploit it, how they operate, and why it matters.

Think of it as an adversary intelligence platform built directly into your operations. Where traditional 
cyber threat intelligence platforms provide long lists of indicators or feeds that require manual 
correlation, Threat Actor Intelligence cuts straight to the point: which attackers are behind your 
exposures, and what business risks they represent.

This is more than a simple attacker mapping tool. It’s a way to move from abstract vulnerabilities to a 
clear story of adversary pressure.

Threat Actor Intelligence
A  C O M P L E T E  G U I D E  F O R  2 0 2 5

How Threat Actor Intelligence Works 
in NodeZero
Threat Actor Intelligence is embedded directly into the 
NodeZero Offensive Security Platform. It’s not another 
dashboard or bolt-on feed. It’s integrated into every 
pentest.

When NodeZero identifies weaknesses, it automatically 
maps them to known adversaries and techniques. 
CVEs, credential reuse, and misconfigurations are 
aligned to the tactics those groups actually use to 
exploit their victims. This creates a live picture of 
adversary-aligned risk intelligence, visible across 
attack paths, reports, and executive summaries.

Because it’s built into NodeZero, Threat Actor 
Intelligence doesn’t require tuning or manual effort. 
There’s no need to stitch together external CTI  
feeds or maintain an attacker mapping tool on the side.  
Every test delivers adversary context out of the box.

Security leaders face growing pressure from boards, 
regulators, and insurers to prove that their programs 
reduce material risk. Compliance checklists and CVSS 
scores aren’t enough. The questions being asked today 
are sharper:

• �Which adversaries would exploit us tomorrow?

• �What systems and data would they target first?

• �How do we prove our defenses can stop them?

In 2025, adversary-aligned risk intelligence has 
become essential. Threat Actor Intelligence gives 
CISOs the ability to answer those questions with clarity 
and confidence. By showing which adversary groups 
are most likely to target an environment, and how 
their techniques would play out in real attack paths, 
it provides the context executives understand and 
regulators expect.

WHY THREAT ACTOR INTELLIGENCE  
MATTERS IN 2025

https://horizon3.ai/threat-actor-intelligence/


How Threat Actor Profiling Improves Vulnerability Management

Most vulnerability management programs still treat every finding as equal. A CVSS 9.8 vulnerability on 
a disconnected lab machine might get the same attention as a misconfiguration exposing your crown 
jewels. That’s not risk management — it’s noise management.

Threat actor profiling changes the equation. By tying vulnerabilities to adversary behavior, it highlights 
which findings are under active exploitation in the wild and which represent real-world pressure. A 
single weakness linked to APT29 targeting your Active Directory environment carries more weight than 
dozens of unexploitable CVEs.

This turns vulnerability management into what it should be: a process of prioritizing exploitable, 
business-critical risk. For security teams, it means less wasted effort. For boards, it means reports that 
translate technical issues into an adversary story they can act on. And for CISOs, it’s the foundation of a 
threat intelligence SaaS approach that delivers clarity instead of chaos.

Awareness of a vulnerability isn’t enough.
Our Threat Actor Intelligence shows whether real 
adversary techniques would work in your environment. 
That perspective turns endless vulnerability lists into  
a clear story of risk that CISOs can act on and boards 
will understand.”

SNEHAL ANTANI, CEO AND CO-FOUNDER, HORIZON3.AI

Closing Thoughts

Attackers don’t waste time on vulnerabilities that don’t move them forward. Neither should defenders. 
Threat Actor Intelligence delivers the adversary context needed to focus security programs on what 
matters most.

Within NodeZero, it works seamlessly with capabilities like High-Value Targeting and Advanced Data 
Pilfering todeliver a clear, attacker-focused view of risk. The result: organizations can prioritize with 
confidence, remediate what adversaries would actually exploit, and communicate risk in language 
executives understand.

In 2025 and beyond, the organizations that succeed will be those that stop guessing from checklists 
and start defending against adversary reality. Threat Actor Intelligence makes that shift possible.
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Turn Adversary Intel Into Action
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